
Jesus – Light of the World 
 
John 8:2-12 
 
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to 
teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her 
stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law 
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a 
trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.7 When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.”8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 
woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. 
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 
The claim by Jesus that he was the light of the world, isn’t set at night as we might expect. It’s set at dawn. 
Over winter, we tend to see sunrise more often as it’s so late in the day. As we see the sunrises, let’s be 
reminded that Jesus is the light of the world.  
 
John 8 starts with the pharisees bringing ‘the woman caught in adultery’ to Jesus for judgement. Although it takes 
more than one to commit adultery, only the woman is bought to Jesus.  Jesus asks ‘those who have no sin, to 
cast the first stone’. One by one, the crowd walks away starting with the oldest – who should know better. He 
asks where her accusers are and then says, Go and leave your life of sin.  
 
As the fallenness of sin and the wall of judgement come together, as they did with the story of the prodigal and 
elder son in Luke 15, Jesus brings light and offers grace and choice. Without him, the woman would have met 
her death. She was in the darkest place but Jesus saved her. From the darkest of night, she felt the full warmth 
of a sunrise on her – the Light of the World had come.  
 
At the end of a recent bereavement course, particularly tough for people to process painful thoughts and feelings, 
as it was online, one participant said ‘It’s like there’s light now at the end of the tunnel’. Whether it’s pain, 
isolation, mental health or stress – many people in this world are in a dark place and need the sunrise to come.  
 
I was reminded of the phrase - God is Nowhere. With a little separation of letters, it becomes God is now here! 
When we feel like God is nowhere, be encouraged that he is there – his light will dawn!  
 
John 1starts with (verse 5) The light shines in the darkness,and the darkness has not overcome it. 
  
Despite all the darkness of the woman who was bought to Jesus and the impending judgement, that darkness did 
not overcome the light of the world.  
 
I’ve led assemblies this week using the Narnia description, ‘Always winter, never Christmas’. To which, Lucy 
replies ‘How awful!’ The point I’ve made is that our year has been a bit like Narnia (pre-Aslan), lots of the hard 
work, assessments, lockdowns have felt like winter, but we haven’t had the joyful things like parties, sports days 
and holidays. The story in The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe is that Aslan overcomes the darkness and 
Christmas makes a return to Narnia! 
 
Here is a quote from the new Christmas Movie, A Boy called Christmas  
‘Darkest night will end 
Sun will rise  
Christmas mornings will come again ‘ 
 
May that be true for us, whatever situations we are facing, that we know the Sun rise for us and the Christmas 
mornings come again!  
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